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""The impact of using philosophical thinking tools on the perception of graduate students in public administration
regarding public values™

Researcher:
Zuha bint Abdulrahman Shaabat

Abstract

This study explores the impact of using philosophical thinking tools in educating graduate students in Public Administration
on their perception of core public values such as transparency, reliability, efficiency, neutrality, and responsiveness. A quasi-
experimental design was adopted, comparing an experimental group exposed to philosophical thinking methods with a
control group receiving traditional instruction. The study applied the "Philosophy for Children™ (P4C) model as a pedagogical
framework, utilizing tools like questioning, concept formation, Socratic dialogue, reasoning, and reflection. The sample
consisted of 114 master's students at King Saud University. Quantitative analysis, including ANCOVA, revealed statistically
significant differences favoring the experimental group in their awareness of public values. These findings demonstrate the
effectiveness of philosophical thinking in fostering critical reflection and value-based engagement in public administration
education. The study offers theoretical and practical contributions to reforming public administration education, aligning
with Saudi Vision 2030 .This study highlights the need to develop comprehensive educational curricula that combine
philosophical thinking with practical applications to enhance all aspects of public values in higher education.

Keywords: Public values, public interest, public sector, public administration, graduate studies, classroom, philosophical
thinking, philosophical dialogue, PAC, appreciation of virtues.
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